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The Queen remained standing, and although a hot flush passed like a flame over her face, she said not a word, and made no movement^ but her eyes rested with an expression of such utter contempt upon those of the brutal earl, that he blushed with shame for the lengths to which his passion had carried him, and fell back a step, releasing the Queen's hand. She raised her sleeve, and showed the bright purple marks of Lord Lindsay's iron gauntlet
" I expected no less, my Lords," she said to the ambassadors, " and there is no further obstacle to my signing ; yes, I freely abdicate the throne and crown of Scotland, and there is the proof that my will is not forced."
"With these words she seized the pen, and hastily signed both documents, handed them to Lord Euthven, and with a dignified salute walked slowly to her bedroom, accompanied by Mary Seaton.
Euthven followed her with his eyes, and when she had disappeared:
" It matters not," he said, " she has signed, and although the method of persuasion you adopted, Lindsay, is somewhat unusual in diplomacy, it is none the less efficacious, apparently."
" Joke not, Euthven," said Lindsay; " she is a noble creature, and had I dared, I would have fallen at her feet to crave her pardon."
" There is still time," sneered Euthven, " and Mary, in the present plight, will not frown upon your petition. Perhaps she has resolved to appeal to the judgment of God to prove her innocence, and in that case such a champion as you might well put a different face on affairs."
" Joke not, I say, Euthven," said Lindsay a second time, more emphatically than before; " if I were as well